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Part I: The Wees Mtional Higoric Digrict

The Making of the Wees Higoric District

The Elkins Historic Landmarks Commission (EHLC)
and area residents worked for nearly eight years to
obtain the necessary grant funding and consulting
assistance to create the Wees Historic District, EIkins’
largest historic district. The process included:

n A survey of historic sites in 2000 conducted by
consultant Michael Gioulis using grant funding
awarded to EHLC by the West Virginia Division
of Culture and History. Connie Garnett was the
volunteer grant administrator on behalf of EHLC.

n A nomination in 2006 to the National Register of
Historic Places, U.S.Department of the Interior,
National Park Service, by consultant David
Taylor using grant funding awarded to EHLC by
the West Virginia Division of Culture and His-
tory. Suellen Gross, Carol Schuler, and Grace
Sundelin were the volunteer grant administrators
on behalf of EHLC.

n Establishment of district boundaries by staff
from the West Virginia State Historic Preserva-
tion Office and mapping of the district. Figure 1. Sense of Community.

. . . Streetscapes in the Wees District recall an

n Extensive research on the orlglna! owners, build- earlier day with front porches and
ers and provenance through public records, such  (aditional gardens.
as property deeds, city directories, and fire insur-
ance maps, as well as through interviews, per-
sonal property records, historic newspaper clippings, and local histories.

n A door-to-door petition that gauged support among residents.

n Letters of endorsement from city officials, community leaders and organizations.

n Three public meetings at the Randolph County Community Arts Center. Printed
invitations to all three meetings were hand delivered to residences within the dis-
trict.

n A presentation to the West Virginia Archives and History Commission in Febru-
ary 2006, resulting in approval of the nomination and formal submission to the
National Register.

Figure 2. Public Input.
Residents learn about the
benefits of national recognition
at a public meeting.
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The result was two-fold: a listing
on the National Register of Historic
Places and a renewed sense of com-
munity among district residents.
Today, thanks to the community-
building process of being listed on the
National Register, the neighborhood
now has a volunteer Wees District
Board actively working for the preser-
vation and well being of the neighbor-
hood.

Physical Description
The Wees Historic District is
roughly bounded by Sycamore Street,

e

Figure 3. Good Planning. Early city planners paid close ) Boundary and Terrace Avenues, High

attention to sidewalks, tree plantings, building setbacks, and ot Street, Boyd and Wees Streets, Dia-
occupancy.

mond and Locust Streets and
Randolph Avenue (Fig. 6). It includes important green space,
residential areas, government buildings, cultural facilities,
commercial properties, city roadways and part of a major state
highway. It includes 284 contributing structures, one contribut-
ing site (city park), and one contributing object (statue of Henry
G. Davis).

Character and Context

Today, the Wees District provides an important chronicle
of Elkins’ architectural and social history, featuring the homes
of many of Elkins’ early leaders and rising
middle class, who helped
shape not only this commu-
nity, but also the economic,
social and cultural landscape
of West Virginia.

The Wees District met
multiple criteria of “signifi-
cance” for listing on the
National Register of Historic
Places related to itsimpor-
Figure 4. The “Iron Horse.” tance in community plan- Fig 5. Historic Significance .

The statue known locally as the  ning and development; its  Businessman and civic leader A. Spates
Lr;;ll Fl)-tlgrr:% ;sHZcr:lrJ;HGyaeslsb;\?v';ie architectural resources; and Brady, left, and Frank Wimer, a nationally
past residents of historic recognized coach, were two of many

Dayis by Frenchman Louis anifi historic figures who built homes in the
Saint-Lanne. The statue was signiticance . Wees District.

dedicated on October 15, 1927.
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Figure 6. Contributing structures within the Wees Historic District. ~ This map shows the boundaries of the Wees
Historic District and its contributing structures. Appendix B is a listing of these structures by street address.
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PART Il: The Neighbohood Planning Pocess

The Need br a Plan

Soon after the Wees District was officially listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, volunteers recognized that homeowners needed more information on the benefits of
historic preservation. And they noted that the City of Elkins needed feedback from resi-
dents on their goals for enhancing and preserving the Wees District.

At the same time, a growing concern was expressed about conditions on parts of
Randolph Avenue. Problems appeared to be isolated; but taken together, they were dimin-
ishing some residents’ quality of life. Without a proactive approach to planning, it was
difficult for the City and Wees District residents to speak to their concerns.

By the spring of 2007, residents were ready to work together for the future of their
neighborhood.

g 11

i JI“II“‘I' _

Figure 7. Architectural
Resources.The Wees District
includes at least 11 architectural
styles from the early ZQcentury.
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Figure 8. Rough Transition. Conditions on

Randolph Avenue motivated Wees District residents to
organize and work together to protect and improve
their district. Abandoned lots; deteriorated sidewalks;
out of place signage; satellite dishes. Conditions like
these contrast sharply with the neat, well-maintained
homes that

dominate the

district’s residential
area.

Leadership

In the spring of 2007, a Board of Volunteers stepped forward at a public meeting at the
Randolph County Community Arts Center to work to develop the Wees Historic District.
Members include: Nanci Bross-Fregonara, Barbara Carter, Roberta Dye, Sid Gillispie,
Suellen Gross, B.J. McKenzie, Maggie Oney, Carol Schuler, Jean Snedegar, Roy Stalnaker,
Grace Sundelin, and Judy Van Gundy. The group began meeting regularly and contacted
other community leaders for ideas and assistance.

In June, the Wees Board voted to begin working with a professional planner from the
Randolph County Development Authority to develop a Neighborhood Plan. It was evident
that a broader plan would:

Help residents understand their vision

Teach property owners about the current workings and regulations of the district

Centralize important information about the district

Identify factors that contribute to the historic character and appeal of the district

Open the door to engaging the City of Elkins in more detailed and informed discus-

sions

n Create greater opportunities for documenting residents’ ideas through surveys,
meetings, and ongoing communication

n Establish specific objectives that can focus improvements within the Wees District.

5 3 3 3 35
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The Planning Process

The planning process required volunteers from the district to participate in all
aspects of the plan’s development as writers, researchers, canvassers, photogra-
phers, mapping specialists, editors, and spokespersons.

Over the course of nearly nine months, the leadership group met regularly with the
planning consultant, followed by evening meetings with a larger group of interested resi-
dents and volunteers. As the plan developed, public officials joined in, sharing vital new
information that directly impacts the district.

Community Input

Maintaining a grassroots approach was critical to the planning process. The Wees
Board sought input and ideas from residents through a survey, a public meeting at City
Park, and brainstorming sessions. This information was used to identify goals and objec-
tives for the plan. Complete survey results and comments are provided in the Appendices.

Survey Highlights
Key findings from respondents to a survey conducted in July include:
86% knew they live in the Wees Historic District
98% were homeowners
Average rating for character of streets was 8 (10 = excellent)
Average rating for safety of streets was 7.3 (10 = excellent)
Three most important improvements were drainage, beautification and sidewalks
42% were aware of the State’s tax credit program
90% said the city needs to reduce noise and traffic on Randolph
Avenue

5 53 53 53 5 5 O

Fig. 9. Randolph Avenue Traffic. In the survey, 90% of residents said Elkins needs to reduce noise and
traffic on Randolph Avenue. This echoes concerns voiced during citywide Vision 2010 meetings.
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Meeting Highlights

In September, residents submitted “positives” and “negatives” for the district at a
public meeting in City Park. Their comments, as well as other comments from the survey,
were used to compile the list of positive and negative attributes below.

Other Research

Wees Board members conducted other research online, reviewing plans and codes of
cities that are recognized for their historic areas.

In addition, members gathered information on the Elkins City Code, attended a work-
shop by the State Historic Preservation Office, and met with officials from the West Vir-
ginia Main Street Program and the Department of Highways. This research was highly
informative and suggested many opportunities and funding sources for future initiatives in
the Wees District. Portions of the Elkins City Code are included in the Appendices.

Communication

The Wees Board has used several communication tools to ~ The \&es Neighbaood Plan
reach out to residents during the planning process. A color e —
brochure was distributed to every residence within the district.
An e-mail list was created. A blog was created. All of these
efforts have been designed to help property owners learn about
and participate in the planning process and understand the : Sl
benefits of living in an historic district. I Your Nelghboood: n isors lace e Call Home

Oth t . d t t . t d . . | d bl Platted and approved by Elkins City Council a4/ Park” in 1890, théeesAddition
er events resiaents participated In incluae public e e e e

District” by the National Park Service in 2006.

meetings, the Holiday House Tour, and the Open House at the oreeth st o S i, s s iy a0 o

the properties of the original Davis-Elkins estate Wees District is important for both

Rand o | p h Cou nty Cou rthouse . FI nal Iy’ th IS N e I g h borhood Plan its architectural resources and for the historic figures who have resided there.

As a designated historic distrittiees provides an important chronicle of Elkisstial
and architectural historfeaturing the homes of many of Elkiresily leaders and rising

is a communication tool for citizens living inside and outside of Tl o e S Loy 0 A e, e
the District.

Characteristics that Residents Like About the Wees
Historic District
n People

Location relative to downtown, college, park and
arts center

=)

Wees Board reaches out to

Ar.ts Center _ ' residents through several
Mixed demographic of residents communication tools.

n Large trees and landscaping

n Well-kept homes with great architecture &

n Quiet i

n Pedestrian-friendly to walkers and runners T

n Child-friendly B

n Safe . .

n City Park Figure 10. Reaching Out.The
n

n
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Characteristics that Concern Residents in the Wees
Historic District :

n Speeding in residential area

Randolph Avenue: appearance, traffic, noise, signs,

bars, storage units

Broken sidewalks

Dying trees

Drainage problems

Need for greater police presence

Utility lines and poles

Poorly maintained and deteriorating rental proper-

ties

n Passivecity planning and inadequate code enforce-
ment

=)

5 3 3 3 35 O

Stated Purmpose and Objectives

Based on its research and community input, the Wees  rigyre 11. Neighborhood TreesThe

Board developed a Purpose Statement and Objectives for Elkins City Park is one of residents’
the Plan. favorite assets. Large trees throughout
the Wees Historic District provide

. . L . iet, shade, pri d beauty.
The Pupose of the Wees Higoric District Plan is three-fold: duiet, shade, privacy and beatly

1) Preserve and enhance the architecturally unique and historically important residen-
tial neighborhood known as the Wees Historic District within the City of Elkins

2) Maintain the quality of life within the neighborhood, retaining the family-friendly
and pedestrian-oriented character. This includes tree-lined streets, historic homes
and churches, the county courthouse, community arts center, city park, national
forest headquarters, and mixed demographic of mostly owner-occupied residences

3) Encourage commercial uses on Randolph Avenue that preserve and blend with the
historic and residential character of the area.

Objectives for the Wees Historic District are:

n Emphasize the historic attributes of homes and encourage overall preservation of
the historic character of the district

n Facilitate streetscape amenities such as uninterrupted sidewalks, safe alley use,
street edge landscaping, pedestrian scale lighting, and buffered commercial and
large lot parking areas

n Retain single-family detached housing as the predominant type of housing

n Incorporate historic street lighting to enhance the character and pedestrian experi-
ence within the district

n Incorporate planning for improvements to utilities that affect visual quality

n Promote commercial signage that does not detract from the historic character of the
area

n Encourage the planting and maintenance of trees and flowers

Part Two: Neighborhood Planning Process -







PART Ill: Land Use in the WWees Hi®oric
District

This section provides an overview of the land use in
the Wees Historic District. By taking a closer look at such
things as the use composition, green space, types of prop-
erty ownership, and zoning in the Wees Historic District,
the Wees Neighborhood Plan will be able to better illus-
trate factors affecting the residents’ quality of life and to
make more informed recommendations for the future.

Existing Land Use

The City of Elkins was laid out in the 1890s by industrialist Henry Gassaway Davis
who had chosen the site as the ideal place from which to build his railroad empire. In its
heyday, the city had thriving neighborhoods, a booming rail yard, an active downtown, a
growing college, and a variety of grand mansions, churches, and hotels. The Wees Neigh-
borhood, a product of this booming Twentieth Century city, shares the name of the owner
of the Wees Mercantile Store, which once served residents of the neighborhood.

Residential Use — The Wees Historic District of today owes much of its charm to the
days of old but its land use composition has, in many ways, taken on its own character. The
neighborhood contains a majority of historic homes, but also non-historic homes and a
smattering of rental units and vacant structures (See Land Use Map, Appendix. [omes in
the Wees District are on generally uniform lots. Repeating architectural features can be
seen on facades and rooflines. Along most streets, houses form uniform setbacks from the
curb and are oriented toward the street. Homes have been developed with larger lot sizes
where Terrace Avenue climbs up the hillside on the eastern edge of the district.

Commercial Use — The western edge of the Wees District includes five blocks of one
side of Randolph Avenue, which is the main thoroughfare through the city. It is a state
highway made up of Routes 219, 250, and 33,
which all meet to pass through Elkins as
Randolph Avenue. Randolph Avenue is under
the control of the State Division of Highways
and is managed to get people through Elkins as
safely, quickly, and uneventfully as possible.
Daily traffic counts show that approximately
13,500 vehicles per day travel on Randolph
Avenue. Not simply a border, Randolph Av-
enue provides entry to the Wees District and is,
in fact, the District’s front door.

- - All of the Wees District properties fronting
Figure 12. Residential Commercial Feel. Randolph Avenue are zoned commercial, how-
Businesses located on commercially zoned Randolghyer not all of the uses are commercial. This

Avenue have traditionally been small in scale, . . .
blending well with the neighboring residential area. strip of land functions as a mixed use zone,
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containing small scale commercial uses, professional
offices (e.g., law offices, real estate, insurance), the
county courthouse and annex, churches, and the com-
munity arts center. Despite the fact that Randolph
Avenue is a busy road with high visibility, the com-
mercial uses are small in scale. Parking poses a prob-
lem for all uses along Randolph Avenue, as does turn-
ing into and out of commercial uses in this area.

Signage for the commercial businesses along
Randolph Avenue is generally at a reasonable height,
but colors, styles, and appearances are not uniform,
which detracts from the historic charm of the Wees
District.

Government Use— There are several unique non-
residential uses in the Wees Historic District that are
important to the existing land use assessment. The first
Figure 13. Big Brother. Randolph County  j5 the Randolph County courthouse, annex, jail build-
government has a large presence inthe ;4 911 center and future Health Department. The
Wees Historic District, occupying most of . . oy
an entire city block. courthouse is a prominent building on Randolph

Avenue and its annex complex sits adjacent to the
courthouse. The sheriff's office and former jail is located directly behind the courthouse on
High Street. The 911 Center sits two doors away from the annex, and a new Health Depart-
ment building is scheduled for construction next to that. Altogether, Randolph County
governmental operations occupy an entire city block, except for one lot. County Govern-
ment has become a large force in the Wees District by the
sheer size of its buildings, the number of lots they oc-
cupy, as well as in the amount of business and traffic
county facilities generate.

Next, the Monongahela National Forest Supervisor’s
Office, which is home to approximately 75 United States
Forest Service employees, operates an office building on
Sycamore Street. Elkins serves as the western gateway to
the Monongahela National Forest and tourists visit the
building on a daily basis. This use is also important
because it includes a rear parking facility and a large
adjoining lot that is kept as green space.

Cultural Facilities — Randolph Avenue was once
known for its churches and today, two important historic
churches still grace this section of the Wees District:

Davis Memorial Presbyterian Church and First Baptist : —— .
Church. Figure 14. Creative Preservation. The

h | | hat b ioning is th Arts Center provides entertainmnet for
Another cultural use that bears mentioning Is the all ages, and is an excellent example of

former St. Brendan’s Catholic Church building on the preserving historic structures by
adaptive reuse.

7 b

18 - Wees Mitional Higoric Didrict Neighbohood Plan




e
=
=
&
(@]
=
S
@]
+—
2
I
(%]
(D)
2
Q
=
+—
=
Q
n
o
©
C
@®©
-
o
()
S
=
-
=
@©
o

LO0T er ARy - DIMELY 1830 SUIYE

JOTLLSTA DOTHOLSTH SHHM |

Figure 15. Birds Eye View.This aerial photo shows the Wees Historic District. The role of green space as a unifying

element is evident.




corner of Randolph Avenue and Park Street
that was converted into the Randolph
County Community Arts Center in 2003.
The facility hosts a variety of artistic and
cultural events and activities that draw
people to the building. Not only is the arts
center a great adaptive reuse project, but it
adds a quality of life aspect to the Wees
Neighborhood and draws non-residents

into the neighborhood for entertainment. -

Other cultural facilities that impact the SRR—
district are those at Davis & Elkins CoIIege, Figure 16. More Than A Building. The U.S. Forest
which lies directly across from City Park Service l_\/lonon_gahe_la National F_orest Supervisor’s Office

. . . . . not only is an historic structure with WPA murals, but the
aqd |.ncludes its own National Historic _ lot provides important green space.

District. The main entrance to the College is
located on Sycamore Street.

Recreation & Green Space— The Wees Historic District benefits from three key areas
of green space: the grounds of Davis and Elkins College, located along Sycamore Street; the
hillside that frames the topography east of the Wees District; and the public lands dedi-
cated to Elkins City Park and the U.S. Forest Service, which are located along Sycamore
Street. Residents of the Wees District can be seen enjoying this space for playing ball or
walking their dogs. Moreover, the presence of large trees on every street expands the
feeling of green space that exists throughout the district. The importance of green space in
and around the Wees Historic District and the buffering effect it has can be seen on the
aerial photograph on page 19.

Figure 17. Cherry on
Cherry. Using appropriate
trees, such as natives and
long-lived, hardy varieties
will ensure that streets will
continue to be shaded and
green for many years. Trees
provide cooler temperatures
and important habitat.
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Property Ownership & Key Sakeholders

Property ownership in the Wees District is a picture of owner-occupied hous-
ing in the residential zone and locally owned small-scale businesses in the com-
mercial zone.

The majority of residences in the Wees Dis-
trict are single-family detached historic homes,
which give the district its predominant character,
attractiveness and value'.

There are three permitted rental housing
types within the Wees District: apartments (a
household unit with kitchen facilities), flats (a
building in which there are two apartments), and
apartment houses (a building in which there are
three or more apartments).

Some homes have been converted into rent-
als, generally with two or more units, and some
clustering of these uses is occurring. Harman
Lane, located between High and Cherry Streets,
for example, includes several multi-unit rental : B =
buildings. Other rentals include second-story = : '
garage apartments along some alleys. Five “mod- Figure 18. No Parking. Long-time rental units on
ern” apartment houses exist in the district, includ-  Harman Lane are clustered together,but reflect a
ing: three on Buffalo Street; a new unit on Dia- time when parking was less important. These
mond Street; and a three story building of three “alley” rentals don’t meet current city code
units on Summit Street. parking requirements.

In the commercial area, property ownership
is mainly local. The professional and retail businesses are mostly independent establish-
ments that are not associated with national chains or franchises. The single exception is
Hardees restaurant, on the southeastern
corner of the district.

Other big property owners are
Randolph County, the City of Elkins, and
the Federal Government. The State of
West Virginia retains ownership rights of
Randolph Avenue and controls an ease-
ment along its roadway corridor. Curb
cuts and access to Randolph Avenue is
under the jurisdiction of the Department
of Highways.

e s *' T x
Figure 19. County History. The former Randolph County 1 aAs documented by the Elkins Historic Landmarks Commis-

Jail was built by T.R. Whiteman in 1910. It now houses thesjon when it surveyed the district in 2000 and then nomi-
Sheriff's Department. nated it as an Historic District in 2006.
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City of Elkins Zoning Map
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Zoning Conditions
It is important to consider city zoning when understanding the full impact of
local regulations on the Wees Historic District. Zoning in the city of Elkins con-
sists of four districts: 1) Restricted Residential, 2) Unrestricted Residential, 3) Commercial,
and 4) Industrial. These four districts function as the base zone for directing all uses within
the city. The Restricted Residential District is the most tightly controlled and limited to
housing only, while the Industrial District is the most permissive. (See Zoning Map on previ-
ous page.)
The vast majority of the Wees Historic District
is Unrestricted Residential — also called “Residential
B.” The properties in Wees that front onto
Randolph Avenue are in a Commercial District.
Permitted Uses — Unlike Restricted Residen-
tial zoning (A), Unrestricted Residential zoning (B)
allows for uses outside of housing. Sec 21-15 of the
Elkins City Code outlines the permitted uses (i.e.,
allowable uses) in Residential B. Some restrictions
apply, as detailed in the code, which is included in
the appendices. The following is a summary of
permitted uses in Residential B:
a. dwellings
b. apartment houses, flats and tenements
c. hotels and “commercial uses which distinctly
pertain to hotels”
d. lodging or boarding houses
e. churches
f. private clubs, fraternities and lodges
g

. farms, truck gardens, nurseries, and green-  Figure 20.Single Family Homes. The _
majority of homes in the Wees District are single

houses )
family homes.

h. accessory buildings and uses of property
customarily incidental to the district, when located on the same lot with that resi-
dence and not involving the conduct of a business

i. a private garage ... housing not more than two motor-driven vehicles, nor exceeding
eight hundred square feet in area, if located fifty feet or more back of the building
line of the nearest street, and abutting and opening directly upon a public alley.

j. apublic storage garage, or the temporary parking of motor vehicles on an alley lot,
so recorded by the city or county clerk, when no part of the garage or parking space
is located within 25 feet of any street building line, and vehicular entrances and exits
open directly onto a public alley.

k. temporary use of premises by fairs, circuses, or carnivals, upon compliance with city
code.

The items outlined in the city code have had the influence of permitting apartments and
rental housing units in the Wees District. This can be perceived as an asset in that it contrib-
utes to the balanced mix of housing opportunities available. Other permitted items, such as
boarding houses, lodging, or even private clubs, however, could be seen as deterigating to
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the historic district. The city requires certifi-
cates of occupancy (Article VII, City Code) for
occupancy and use of buildings.

Parking Requirements — Section 21-50 of
the city code includes a table for determining
the number of required parking spaces for
each use. Generally, one parking space or
garage space is required per dwelling unit, be
it a single family home, apartment, or flat.

Height and Lot Requirements — Aside
from use issues, the other key factors regulat-
ing zoning districts are height allowance and
yard dimensions. In the residential B district,
buildings can be a maximum of eighty (80
feet) in height. In commercial districts, the
height limit is one hundred thirty (130 feet).
Exceptions, with approval, can be made in all
districts to exceed height limits with spires,
towers, domes, etc. With existing churches,
the courthouse complex, and historic homes,
many of the architectural features approved
for extra height can be found in the Wees
District.
Finally, city code includes provisions
aimed at maintaining a reasonable balance of
Figure 21. Breathing Room.Lgrger lots allow for space on lots. The maximum percentage of lot
more green space, room for sidewalks and less . . . . . .
congestion. coverage in Residential B is outllneq in the .

code Sec 21-38 as follows: no building with its
accessory builds shall occupy in excess of 40% of an interior lot, 50% of a corner lot, or 60%
of a triangular lot.

Zoning Oversight and Permitting Process — Building permits affected by use laws are
reviewed and approved or denied by the City Building Inspector and the City Planning
Commission before a vote by City Council. In addition, the City of Elkins has a Zoning
Board of Appeals that is appointed by City Council to make decisions and recommenda-
tions on zoning-related issues. The Board’s authority is addressed in Section 21-53 and
Article VIII 2 of the City Code outlines uses which may be approved in residential districts
by the board of zoning appeals. Specifically, the codes states that:

“In exercising these powers the board shall find that the waiver or modificaion will not be
inconsistent with the spirit and purpose of the regulations, with public safety, with the present
character and future development of the neighborhood, and with substantial justice.” (21-53(b))

Specific exceptions that the Board of Appeals is empowered to grant within a Residen-
tial B district are listed under City Code (21-74(a)) and included in the appendices.

2 Article VIII explains the Board of Zoning Appeals and its process for granting exceptions.
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It is important to note that there is currently no requirement for public notice
of building or demolition permit applications. This lack of notification and over-
sight can be viewed as a threat to property owners, since there is no consideration
of the impact a use may have on a neighboring property.

Circulation Issues

The Wees District features two major “gateways” and three other street entrances from
Randolph Avenue. The two major gateways are Sycamore Street, which provides access to
City Park, Davis & Elkins College and the Monongahela National Forest Headquarters
building, and High Street, which provides access to the Randolph County Courthouse, and
the county court holding facility. Other entrances include Locust Street, which provides
access to Hardees; Gay Street, which lies beside the former IGA; and Park Street, which
provides access to the Randolph County Community Arts Center.

Streets within the neighborhood lie
on an asymmetrical grid system and
generally get little traffic. The exception
to this is Boundary Avenue, which runs
the length of most of the district, parallel
to Randolph Avenue, and connects
Sycamore Street to High Street.

The district is highly walkable,
except for Randolph Avenue,which
contains heavy traffic, poorly maintained
sidewalks, and limited controlled pedes-
trian crossings.

Figure 22. Look Out! Only one pedestrian crossing
light on Randolph Avenue provides a safe, regulated
pedestrian connection between the Wees Historic
District and downtown Elkins. Non-lighted

crosswalks, such as the one shown at right, are located
near City Park, the Arts Center, and the Court House.
Residents speak of a time when walking to the
downtown area was a part of everyday living, but now
that has been made more difficult with increased

traffic.
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PART IV: Visual Quality &
Sredscape Charceridics

According to the nomination to the National Register,
the Wees Historic District represents a uniquely cohesive
early-20"-century landscape that has transitioned into the
21 century with its ambience, rhythm and grace intact.

Streetscapes are pedestrian in scale and form the
foundation of a walkable “village.” Significant original
planning and design characteristics include wide streets,
tree lawns, native shade trees, consistent building set-
backs, alleys, continuous curbs, and mature landscaping.

As part of the planning process, residents were asked
to list design features and aesthetics issues that are impor-
tant to them. These merit attention in making any public
improvements within the Wees District.

Figure 23. Village Feeling.Many of

Residential design issues the tree-lined streets have 1900s feel.

n Uninterrupted sidewalks are a plus. However,
currently there are too many places where the neighborhood has breaks in the
continuity of the sidewalks.

n Sidewalk paving materials are not consistent. Sidewalks
switch from brick to grass to concrete and the condition of
the materials varies, which makes it less pedestrian
friendly.

n Trees (street). Tree lined streets are considered a real
benefit to the neighborhood as they contribute to the
overall aesthetics.

n Lights (street). Streets that are well lit with attractive,
appropriately scaled lights are desired as they contribute
to the overall aesthetics.

n Utility lines (phone, cable, electric). Above ground utility
lines are not preferred in overall neighborhood design but
it is recognized that burying all lines is a costly endeavor.

Nevertheless, any opportunity to bury lines is desired. Figure 24. Out of
n Satellite dishes, antennae. The location of items on the Proportion. Existing
house or lot, and the size of dishes is something to con- street lights in the Wees

District are contemporary
fixtures mounted high
with a wide wash of

sider in the historic district. In one such example on
Randolph Avenue, a radio station has two very large

dishes on the roof and another mounted in the rear yard, lights. Lower, historic
which is out of character for the neighborhood. lighting with shielded

n Outdoor storage buildings and sheds. The look and up- bulbs could provide a
keep of outbuildings is another aesthetic issue of note in ~ MOre pleasing effect that

can decrease light

the district. pollution.

Part Four: Visual Quality & Streetscape Characteristics - 27



Historic integrity. Preservation of homes can be encouraged throughout the district
with additional information given to assist own-
ers who are considering upgrades to their homes.
New additions to homes affect the overall design,
and therefore the concerns for compatibility in
scale, color, and building materials.

Alley aesthetics vary in the Wees District. Some
alleys are neat and orderly, others are cluttered
with poor appearance. Some provide important
green space.Paving some of the alleys that war-
rant upgrade would help.

Fences, walls and tall hedges. Privacy barriers
impact aesthetics in terms of height, continuity,
and, for fences, orientation.

Commercial design issues:

n

Signs. The desire to have uniformity of size,

height, colors, and location.

Set backs. Uniformity of building setbacks so that

the streetscape on Randolph Avenue retains its Figure 25. Soft Privacy. Using tall
character. hedges allow for privacy in a less intrusive
Facade upkeep. manner.

Parking lots and rear yard buffering with fencing

or landscape materials against the residential zone.

Reduced lighting that spills onto residential properties.

Sidewalks. Maintaining an uninterrupted pattern for pedestrian use.

Trees (street). Tree lined streets are considered a real benefit to the neighborhood as
they contribute to the overall aesthetics.

Figure 26. Stand Proud.

Commercial signage in the
Wees District is generally
low and fits into the
neighborhood, like this

Figure 27. Buffer Zone.The backs of these commercial properties face a residential street.
Visual buffering through landscaping, fencing, or both would shield residents from the
clutter of utility areas and improve pedestrian experiences and residential property
values.

attractive painted sign.
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Historic design issues:

The National Park Service publishes free guidelines for rehabilitating historic
buildings called “The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.”
These guidelines provide very useful information for property owners on how to restore
and renovate historic properties using appropriate design and materials. Using this stan-
dard will allow property owners to apply for the state’s residential tax credit for historic
rehabilitation. Although not required by law, following the guidelines is required to re-
ceive approval of tax credits from the West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office (see
Appendix D) The guidelines address:

=)

Building exteriors

Architectural metalwork

Roofs

Windows

Entrances and porches

Storefronts

Building interiors

Structural systems

Interior space, features and finishes
Mechanical systems

Building sites

Neighborhoods

Health and safety code requirements
Energy retrofitting

New additions to historic buildings

5 33 330053 53 00 053 05 5 5 S

These guidelines can provide creative ideas and useful instructions that can improve
the historic integrity of a property and at the same time, let property owners deduct ap-
proved expenditures on their taxes.

PHOTO OF
Before and after
renovations.

Fig 28. The Way We WereBecause the Wees District was recently listed on the National Register, tax credits are now
available for rehabilitating contributing structures. These before and after photos illustrate what could now be a qualified
expenditure.
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Part V: Current Situation

Elkins and Randolph County are changing rapidly with significant residential
growth in developments outside of city limits. As a large and attractive residential area
within the city, the Wees Historic District and its residents are important contributors to
the quality of life within Elkins. Wees residents, as in the last century, are active members
of the community.

This section reviews changes facing the district as well as developing threats and
opportunities.

Recent Developments

New Water Plant — A new water plant and reservoir is planned adjacent to the east-
ern edge of the Wees District on a prominent hill overlooking the City. Work is scheduled
to begin in 2008. Construction will impact the district with work crews and heavy equip-
ment using Sycamore, Locust and Diamond Streets to access the site. New water lines will
replace old lines in the Wees District with construction on eight streets.

New Street Signs —Three years of fundraising will allow the Wees Board to begin
purchasing historic signs to be placed throughout the district in cooperation with the City
of Elkins. The proposed signs are “toppers” that will mark every street as part of the Wees
Historic District.

Friends of Trees —Formation of “Friends of Trees,” a volunteer group working to
preserve old trees and promote new plantings with the intent of making Elkins a “Tree
City.”

Restoration and Tax Credits — Since 2006, there has been an increase in restoration of
properties and the use of tax credits for qualified preservation efforts.

Demolition/construction on Diamond Street — Several historic properties on Diamond
Street have been demolished since 2006 with an ensuing loss of character due to new con-
struction.

County Buildings — The Randolph County Commission has announced plans to begin
construction of the Health Department building at the corner of Randolph Avenue and Gay
Street. It also has removed the razor wire around the former jail yard.

Sale of the IGA — Davis Health System has announced its purchase of the former IGA
building and its plans to convert the building into a Home Health Service business. Their
plans include a new facade, parking controls, landscaping around the building, including
the back, resurfacing, fencing and improved outdoor lighting.

Creep from Randolph Avenue —ongoing deterioration of Randolph Avenue commer-
cial properties from Third Street to Buffalo Street is creeping into residential streets. A
block-deep dirt lot, bar fights, trash and parking problems caused by overflow business
parking are examples of conditions that are negatively impacting the quality of life of
residents behind Randolph Avenue.

Vision 2010/Action 2010 — The community-wide brainstorming of Vision 2010 affirmed
the importance of the city’s quality of life. Committees such as History/Heritage and Clean
Sweep share many goals and objectives with the Wees Historic District.
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Potential Developments

Improved Infrastructure - Upgrades in infrastructure over the next 10 years will result
in replacement of some water lines within the Wees District as well as the separation of
sewers. New fire hydrants will be installed as part of the Water Distribution Line project
resulting in improved safety.

Randolph Avenue Turning Lane - The Department of Highways is working to add a
turning lane from High Street to Locust Street and from Rt. 33 East to Seneca Road. This
will result in a widening of Randolph Avenue along these sections.

Changing Demographic —Recent turnover of homes in the district has resulted in new
families moving in and investing in the renovation of single family homes as well as some
conversions into apartments.

Threats

n Clustering of homes that are rental properties and the conversion of single-family
homes into multi-tenant structures

n Negative effects of vacant commercial lots on nearby residential property owners

n Negative effect from poorly maintained parking lots behind some of the Randolph
Avenue commercial uses

n Lack of sign continuity along Randolph Avenue

n Unsafe pedestrian crossing of Randolph Avenue

n Continued lack of communication in permitting process

n Outdated zoning that does not seek to preserve neighborhood

n Ongoing deterioration and demolition of homes on Diamond Street

Oppotrtunities

n Historic tax credits (state and federal) acting as incentives for people in the Wees
Historic District to invest in their property

n Future water line replacements in the district (some lines are 100 years old)

n The work done by Friends of Trees to create a plan for tree maintenance

n The cultural programs of the Randolph County Arts Center and its positive influ-
ence on the district

n The City Park and the quality of life aspect it adds to Wees

n The location of Davis and Elkins College next to the district and the green space,
manicured grounds, nearby employment opportunities, and historic buildings it
offers

n The hillside buffering Wees to the east
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Part VI: Conclusion

The Wees Historic District is a special neigh-
borhood of uniform lots, lovely streetscapes, and
diverse uses. It is also home to proactive, visionary
residents who love their neighborhood enough to
dedicate their own time to developing a plan, in
fact, the first neighborhood plan ever created in the
City of Elkins.

This document is a platform for planning,
grant writing, and coordinating better with city
and state officials. As a guide for improvements
and public works projects, the recommendations
that follow can help city officials more fully serve

the residents of this important city residential area. Figure 29 Perfect For Walking. The cool shade,

sidewalks and low traffic make the Wees District
Recommendations: perfect for walking.

This Neighborhood Was Made for Walking

When the Wees Mercantile Store was serving residents in the early 1900s, pedestrian
movement was essential. Today, the Wees Neighborhood is still a pleasant place to take a
stroll, but improvements to sidewalks, lighting, and crosswalks can be made to advance the
pedestrian network.

n Research grants for sidewalk upgrades in the Wees District.

n Work with property owners to promote sidewalk maintenance and the connection
of walkways with similar materials.

n Form a process with the city public works leaders to get yearly updates on project
planning for anywhere in the Wees District so that coordination can take place
ahead of time where opportunities exist to improve sidewalks, replace trees, and
bury utility lines.

n Work on developing a lighting plan concept for the Wees District that would
incorporate pedestrian-scale (12 ft high) fixtures and low impact lamps (down
shielded lenses) to add both safety, aesthetics, and character to the area. Get advice
from professionals, e.g., Allegheny Power Co. Lighting Specialists, on costs and
layout for tailored lighting.

Hang a Wreath on that Door
Making a good impression can be as easy as hanging a nice
wreath on the front door, but the Wees District faces a real challenge

when it comes to beautifying Randolph Avenue, its front door. Figure 30. Deutschtown.
Randolph Avenue is lacking in many ways when it comes to aesthet- A sign signifies this
ics, character, parking, and pedestrian movement. historic community in

n Work with the City of Elkins and the WV Department of Pennsylvania.

Transportation to explore grants to improve Randolph Ave. through sidewalk
improvements and other enhancements.
n Many historic districts have a sign promoting the area. The Wees District may
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consider a tasteful sign to alert people of its status and the quality of living it offers
within the City of Elkins.

n The former IGA property is in a high visibility location, and therefore it is crucial to
continue to work with the building and lot owner to improve the look of the facade
and parking area. It would also present an ideal place for a historic sign marker to
be located.

City Pride

The City of Elkins has lots of nice neighborhoods. The Wees District is one such place
and its historic designation adds another layer to its special attributes. Promoting the Wees
District as a wonderful city neighborhood is overdue.

n

Create a formal Wees Leadership Group to act as the liason with the City and other
groups in projects or building issues affecting the district.

It is recommended that the Wees District create a one-page marketing sheet to dis-
tribute as a way to educate, promote, and attract people to live and take pride in the
district. Distribution should include: the Elkins City Council and City Clerk, Zoning
Board, Planning Board, area Realtors, the CVB, the Welcome Center, EHLC, and
Davis and Elkins College.

Continue promoting the State’s historic tax credit

program and information residents and city offi-

cials how to take advantage of them when investing

in home improvements.

Maintain a neighborhood blog that can function as

a main vehicle for information and communication

among residents.

Continue to build the annual historic house tour to

promote the area.

The City Code is Our Friend

Aspects of the Unrestricted Residential (Residential B)
zoning district are inappropriate for the Wees Historic District. The residential and historic
charm of the neighborhood could be severely altered if several of the uses permitted by
code were to enter the district, such as all forms of commercial lodging and “commercial
uses which distinctly pertain to hotels”, as well as the private clubs and fraternities, and
farms, truck gardens, nurseries, and greenhouses.

n

It is recommended that the Elkins City Council and Wees Historic District explore
developing a tailored approach to zoning for the Wees District such as overlay areas.
This approach could keep the base districts intact but allow some additional infor-
mation to stand out within the boundaries of the Wees area.

The City Building Inspector and the Zoning Board of Appeals should develop a
process for coordinating with the Elkins Historic Landmarks Commission and the
Wees Leadership Group on issues of enforcement, permit review, new construction,
or variance requests.
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n Signs for commercial uses along Randolph Avenue can be easily coordi-

nated in a supplemental ordinance
to retain the look and character of
the already nice examples
(Broughtons, Arts Center, Johnson
Realty, etc.), while also ensuring
that oversized and inappropriate
signs do not impact the area.

Next Steps:

n

Share the Wees Neighborhood Plan
with the Elkins City Council and
request they adopt it. It would
become the first neighborhood plan
of the city.

Schedule a meeting with Allegheny
Power Co. representatives on ideas
for developing a lighting plan for
the Wees District. Attach any plan
for layout and costs to this docu-
ment as an addendum.

Schedule a meeting with the city
public works director to outline a
strategy for establishing communi-
cation or coordination between the
city and the Wees District on yearly
infrastructure projects that pertain
to the district. Attach the strategy to
this document as an addendum.

Fig. 31. Looking Forward. The view from Summit Street
shows the Courthouse, which is located on the western edge
of the Wees Historic District.

Request a study of how a Business Improvement District (BID) would/could benefit
the commercial strip along Randolph Avenue.

Request support of city council allowing the Wees District to proceed with develop-
ing a draft zoning overlay district to present to council. The overlay would not
require any changes to the existing zoning for the Wees District. Having the oppor-
tunity to create a tailored approach for the neighborhood would show City Council
how a creative approach could be implemented in the Wees District to serve its

special character and needs.

Get involved with the Main Street West Virginia program. Have Randolph Avenue
considered along with the Downtown main streets, if Elkins ever launches the WV

Main Street Program in the city.
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Appendix A: Definition of a National Higoric District

National Historic District status is an honor awarded by the National Park Service at
the recommendation of the State Division of Culture and History. It recognizes an areas
historic importance based on one of more criteria and places it on the National Register of
Historic Places, which is an official list of buildings, structures, objects and sites that are
signifiant in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering and culture.

What National Register listing DOES:

Recognizes property’s significance

- Offers limited protection (projects with federal money)
Provides opportunity for residential and commercial tax credits
Provides opportunity for grants

What National Register listing does NOT do:

Require that specific guidelines be used for repair
Require or guarantee continued maintenance
- Guarantee funds for restoration
Restrict the sale of a property
Provide an historic marker
Require owner to give tours
Restrict property use
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Appendix B: Lig of Wees Higtoric Neighborhood Contributing Structures
In alphabetical order by street name, including district number

Boundary Avenue

270 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 156)
1953

266 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 157)
1950

249 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 259)
c. 1920

247 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 258)
c. 1910

245 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 257)
c. 1910

242 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 160)
c. 1910

241 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 256)
c. 1910

240 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 161)
c. 1910

220 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 162)
c. 1910

210 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 163)
c. 1900

200 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 164)
c. 1920

Rear, 200 Boundary
Avenue, residential
dependency (No 165)
c. 1910

128 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 166)
c. 1920

124 Boundary Avenue,

residential (No. 167)
c. 1910

120 Boundary Avenue,

residential (No. 168)
c. 1910

114 Boundary Avenue,

residential (No. 169)
c. 1900

112 Boundary Avenue,

residential (No. 170)
c. 1900

106 Boundary Avenue,

residential (No. 171)
c. 1900

102 Boundary Avenue,

residential (No. 172)
c. 1920

30 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 173)
c. 1920

18 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 174)
c. 1925

16 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 175)
c. 1925

14 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 176)
c. 1925

10 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 177)
c. 1910

6 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 178)
c. 1910

4 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 179)
c. 1910

Rear, 4 Boundary Avenue,
residential (No. 180)
c. 1900

Boyd Street

34 Boyd Street, residential
(No. 84)
c. 1955

25 Boyd Street, residential
(No. 85)
c. 1920

Rear, 25 Boyd Street,
residential dependency
(No. 86)

c. 1950

Buffalo Street

318 Buffalo Street,
Warfield-Dye National
Historic Landmark (No.
329), residential

1901

316 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 330)
c. 1925

312 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 331)
c. 1940

310 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 332)
c. 1920

308 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 334)
c. 1925

Rear, 308 Buffalo Street,
residential dependency
(No0.335)

c. 1925

306 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 336)
c. 1930

220 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 337)
c. 1925
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218 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 340)
c. 1910

Rear, 218 Buffalo Street,
residential dependency
(No. 341)

c. 1925

212 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 342)
c. 1900

210 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 343)
c. 1910

Rear, 210 Buffalo Street,
residential dependency
(No. 344)

c. 1940

208 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 345)
c. 1910

200 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 346)
c. 1900

134 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 347)
c. 1910

136 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 348)
c. 1920

128 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 349)
c. 1920

120 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 351)
1908

Rear, 120 Buffalo Street,
residential dependency
(No. 352)

c. 1920

118 Buffalo Street, residen-
tial (No. 353)
1934



106-108 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 356)
c. 1910

107 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 358)
c. 1910

109 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 359) c.
1900

111 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 360)
c. 1920

131 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 361)
c. 1910

141 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 364)
c. 1920

145 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 365)
c. 1910

Rear, 145 Buffalo Street,
residential dependency
(No. 366)

c. 1915

201 Buffalo Street,
residential (No. 367)
c. 1900

Side, 201 Buffalo Street,
residential dependency
(No. 368)

c. 1920

Cherry Street

8 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 197)
c. 1935

10 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 198)
c. 1920

Rear, 10 Cherry Street,
residential dependency
(No. 199)

c. 1920

14 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 200)
c. 1910

20 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 201)
c. 1920

Rear, 20 Cherry Street,
residential dependency
(No. 202)

c. 1920

26 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 204)
c. 1920

34 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 205)
c. 1920

40 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 207)
c. 1910

44 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 207)
c. 1920

46 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 208)
c. 1910

Rear, 46 Cherry Street,
residential dependency
(No. 209)

c. 1920

45 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 211)
c. 1945

43 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 212)
c. 1920

39 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 213)
c. 1920

Rear, 39 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 214)
c. 1920

33 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 215)
c. 1920

29 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 217)
c. 1935

11 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 218)
c. 1940

9 Cherry Street,
residential (No. 219)
c. 1940

Diamond Street

120 Diamond Street,
residential (No. 52)
c. 1900

124 Diamond Street,
residential (No. 54)
c. 1900

126 Diamond Street,
residential (No. 56)
c. 1900

128 Diamond Street,
residential (No. 57)
c. 1910

206 Diamond Street,
residential (No. 59)
c. 1926

200 Diamond Street,
residential (No. 62)
c. 1900

125 Diamond Street,
commercial (No. 64)
c. 1950

40 Diamond Street,
residential (No. 66)
c. 1920

34 Diamond Street,
residential (No. 67)
c. 1920

30 Diamond Street,
residential (No. 68)
c. 1910

28 Diamond Street,
residential (No. 70)
c. 1910

26 Diamond Street,
residential (No. 71)
c. 1920

16 Diamond Street,
residential (No. 72)
c. 1900

Earle Street

128 Earle Street,
residential (No. 260)
c. 1910

Rear, 128 Earle Street,
residential dependency
(No. 261)

c. 1920

Rear, 128 Earle Street,
residential dependency
(No. 262)

c. 1910

124-126 Earle Street,
residential (No. 263)
c. 1900

Rear, 124-126 Earle Street,
residential dependency
(No. 264)

c. 1920

118 Earle Street,
residential (No. 265)
c. 1910

114 Earle Street,
residential (No. 266)
1926

112 Earle Street,
residential (No. 267)
c. 1910

Rear, 112 Earle Street,
residential dependency
(No. 268)

c. 1920

106 Earle Street,
residential (No. 269)
c. 1920

108 Earle Street,

residential (No. 270)
c. 1900
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200 Earle Street,
residential (No. 271)
c. 1935

113 Earle Street,
residential (No. 272)
c. 1910

Rear, 113 Earle Street,
residential (No. 273)
c. 1920

121 Earle Street,
residential (No. 275)
c. 1930

125 Earle Street,
residential (No. 276)
c. 1910

Elm Street

232 EIm Street,
residential (No. 279)
c. 1900

Rear, 232 Elm Street,
residential dependency
(No. 280)

c. 1925

222 Elm Street,
residential (No. 281)
c. 1910

Rear, 222 Elm Street,
residential dependency
(No. 282)

c. 1925

216 EIm Street,
residential (No. 283)
c. 1910

Rear, 216 Elm Street,
residential (No. 284)
c. 1920

214 Elm Street,
residential (No. 285)
c. 1910

208-210 Elm Street,
residential (No. 286)
c. 1900

200 EIm Street,
residential (No. 287)
1947

142 Elm Street,
residential (No. 288)
c. 1900

138 Elm Street,
residential (No. 289)
c. 1900

130 Elm Street,
residential (No. 290)
c. 1950

128 Elm Street,
residential (No. 291)
c. 1900

124 Elm Street,
residential (No. 293)
c. 1910

124-1/2 EIm Street,
residential/residential
dependency (No. 294)
c. 1925

122 Elm Street,
residential (No. 295)
c. 1900

122-1/2 Elm Street,
residential/residential
dependency (No. 295)
c. 1925

118 Elm Street,
residential (No. 297)
c. 1900

106 Elm Street,
residential (No. 298)
c. 1900

103 EIm Street,
residential (No. 299)
c. 1900

107 EIm Street,
residential (No. 300)
c. 1900

111 Elm Street,
residential (No. 301)
c. 1920

113 EIm Street,
residential (No. 302)
c. 1910

Rear, 113 Elm Street,
residential dependency
(No. 303)

c. 1925

117 Elm Street,
residential (No. 304)
c. 1900

Rear, 117 Elm Street,
residential dependency
(No. 305)

c. 1900

121(?) Elm Street,
residential (No. 307)
c. 1910

127 Elm Street,
residential (No. 308)
c. 1900

rear, 127 Elm Street,
residential dependency
(No. 309)

c. 1940

131 Elm Street,
residential (No. 310)
c. 1910

135 EIm Street,
residential (No. 313)
c. 1910

139 Elm Street,
residential (No. 315)
c. 1900

147 Elm Street,
residential (No. 316)
c. 1900

205 Elm Street,
residential (No. 317)
c. 1910

Rear, 205 Elm Street,
residential dependency
(No. 318)

c. 1925
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211 Elm Street,
residential (No. 320)
c. 1910

217 Elm Street,
residential (No. 323)
c. 1925

224 Elm Street,
residential (No. 380)
c. 1900

4(?) Elm Street,
residential (No. 385)
c. 1900

2 Elm Street,
residential (No. 386)
c. 1900

Fayette Street

21 Fayette Street,
residential
c. 1940

Guy Street

3 Guy Street,
residential (No. 224)
c. 1910

119 Guy Street, residential
(No. 225)
c. 1900

Rear, 127 Guy Street,
residential dependency
(No. 229)

c. 1920

Rear, 133 Guy Street,
residential dependency
(No. 231)

c. 1910

139 Guy Street,
residential (No. 233)
1898; 1922

Rear, 139 Guy Street,
residential dependency
(No. 234)

c. 1910

149 Guy Street,
residential (No. 235)
c. 1900



162 Guy Street,
residential (No. 237)
c. 1910

160 Guy Street,
residential (No. 238)
c. 1900

Rear, 160 Guy Street,
residential dependency
(No. 239)

c. 1910

136 Guy Street,
residential (No. 241)
c. 1950

132 Guy Street,
residential (No. 242)
c. 1890

Rear, 128 Guy Street,
residential dependency
(No. 244)

c. 1940

122 Guy Street,
residential (No. 245)
c. 1920

Rear, 122 Guy Street,
residential dependency
(No. 247)

c. 1940

Rear, 120 Guy Street,
residential dependency
(No. 248)

c. 1920

110 Guy Street,
residential (No. 249)
c. 1910

104 Guy Street,
residential (No. 250)
c. 1910

106 Guy Street,
residential (No. 251)
c. 1910

Rear, 106 Guy Street,
residential dependency
(No. 252)

c. 1925

136-1/2 Guy Street,
residential (No. 254)
c. 1950

Harman Lane

123 Harman Lane,
residential (No. 192)
c. 1900

121-1/2 Harman Lane,
residential (No. 193)
c. 1920

119-1/2 Harman Lane,
residential (No. 194)
c. 1930

22 Harman Lane,
residential (No. 203)
c. 1920

12-1/2 Harman Lane,
residential (No. 319)
c. 1920

High Street

— High Street,
governmental (No. 35)
Randolph County
Sheriff's office and
former jail.

Previously listed in the
National Register
1910

28 High Street,
residential (No. 89)
c. 1900

Rear, 28 High Street,
residential dependency
(No. 90)

c. 1920

Rear, 32 High Street,
residential dependency
(No. 92)

c. 1920

40 High Street,
residential (No. 93)
c. 1923

Rear, 40 High Street,
residential dependency
(No. 94)

c. 1925

44 High Street,
residential (No. 95)
c. 1910

Rear, 44 High Street,
residential dependency
(No. 96)

c. 1920

106 High Street,
residential (No. 97)

c. 1935

110 High Street,
residential (No. 98)
c. 1930

Rear, 110 High Street,
residential dependency
(No. 99)
c. 1930

112 High Street,
residential (No. 100)
c. 1951

— High Street,
residential (No. 111)
c. 1900

Rear, — High Street,
residential dependency
(No. 112)

c. 1900

173 High Street,
residential (No. 113)
c. 1950

180 High Street,
residential (No. 118)
c. 1910

182 High Street,
residential (No. 119)
c. 1920

77 High Street,
residential (No. 120)
c. 1900

76 High Street,
residential (No. 121)
c. 1910

74 High Street,
residential (No. 123)
c. 1920

172 High Street,
residential (No. 124)
c. 1920

Rear, 172 High Street,
residential (No. 125)
c. 1920

170-1/2 High Street,
residential (No. 126)
c. 1950

170 High Street,
residential (No. 127)
c. 1900

Rear, 170-1/2 High
Street, residential,
(No. 221)

c. 1920

115 High Street,
residential (No. 184)
c. 1904

109 High Street,
residential (No. 185)
c. 1930

Rear, 109 High Street,
residential dependency
(No. 186)

c. 1930

103 High Street,
residential (No. 187)
c. 1900

41 High Street,
residential (No. 189)
1937

111 High Street,
residential (No. 195)
c. 1900

Key Street

1 Key Street,
residential (No. 103)
c. 1900

11 Key Street,
residential (No. 106)
c. 1900
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Rear, — Key Street,
residential dependency
(No. 107)

c. 1950

— Key Street,
residential (No. 108)
c. 1950

— Key Street,
residential (No. 110)
c. 1940

Locust Street

15 Locust Street,
residential (No. 39)
c. 1900

— Locust Street,
residential dependency
(No. 40)

c. 1920

17 Locust Street,
residential (No. 41)
c. 1920

44 Locust Street,
residential, (No. 44)
c. 1910

— Locust Street,
residential (No. 45)
c. 1910

22 Locust Street,
residential (No. 46)
c. 1910

Rear, 22 Locust Street,
residential dependency
(No. 47)
c. 1950

20 Locust Street,
residential (No. 48)
c. 1910

— Locust Street,
residential (No. 49)
c. 1910

8 Locust Street,
residential (No. 50)
c. 1910

2 Locust Street,
residential (No. 51)
c. 1910

Park Street

1 Park Street
residential (No. 369)
c. 1900

2 Park Street,

residential (No. 10)
Randolph County Commu-
nity Arts Center classroom
building, formerly St.
Brendan Rectory

c. 1902

3 Park Street
residential (No. 370)
c. 1910

Rear, 3 Park Street
residential dependency
(No. 371)

c. 1920

4 Park Street
residential (No. 372)
c. 1909

Rear, 4 Park Street
residential dependency
(No. 373)

c. 1910

Prospect Street

12 Prospect Street
residential (No. 277)
c. 1900

Randolph Avenue

Henry Gassaway Davis
Statue (No. 1)

Louis Saint-Lanne, Sculptor
Dedicated 1927

Davis Memorial Presbyte-
rian Church (No. 2)
Previously listed in the
National Register

Designed by Baltimore
architect Charles Cassel
with 1920s addition by
Washington, D.C., architect
Clarence L. Harding.
Edward T. McHale, builder,

original church. 1894-1895;
1927.

448 Randolph Avenue,
Religious Residence (No. 3)
Presbyterian Church Manse
1903

Rear 448 Randolph Avenue
residential dependency
(No. 4)

c. 1920

442 Randolph Avenue,
residential (No. 5)
c. 1910

Rear 442 Randolph Avenue
residential dependency
(No. 6)

c. 1920

412 Randolph Avenue,
Religious (No. 8)

First Baptist Church

c. 1913 with 1986 addition

410 Randolph Avenue,
Religious (No. 9)
Randolph County Commu-
nity Arts Center, formerly
St. Brendan’s Catholic
Church

1927

2 Park Street,

Residential (No. 10)
Randolph County Commu-
nity Arts Center classroom
building, formerly St.
Brendan Rectory

c. 1902

332-332-1/2 Randolph
Avenue, residential (No. 12)
c. 1920

Rear, 332-332-1/2
Randolph Avenue,
residential dependency
(No. 13)

c. 1920

330 Randolph Avenue,
residential (No. 14)
c. 1920
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320 Randolph Avenue,
residential (No. 16)
c. 1920

316 Randolph Avenue,
residential (No. 17)
c. 1920

Rear, 316 Randolph
Avenue, residential (No. 18)
c. 1920

232 Randolph Avenue,
residential (No. 21)
c. 1920

222 Randolph Avenue,
residential (No. 24)
c. 1900

216 Randolph Avenue,
commercial (No. 25)
c. 1900

204 Randolph Avenue,
commercial (No. 26)
c. 1900

— Randolph Avenue,
fraternal (No. 30)

AF & AM Lodge 108; Boyd
Wees Memorial Masonic
Temple

1954

— Randolph Avenue,
governmental (No. 32)
Randolph County Court
House. Previously listed in
the National Register

J. C. Fulton, Uniontown,
Pennsylvania, architect
1902-1907

7 Randolph Avenue,
residential (No. 36)
c. 1920

Rear, 7 Randolph Ave.
(No. 37)
c. 1920

Summit Street

185 Summit Street,
residential (No. 144)
c. 1940



191 Summit Street,
residential (No. 146)
c. 1910

199 Summit Street,
residential (No. 148)
c. 1910

201 Summit Street,
residential (No. 150)
c. 1950

210 Summit Street,
residential (No. 151)
c. 1900

190 Summit Street,
residential (No. 152)
c. 1920

182 Summit Street,
residential (No. 154)
c. 1900

Rear, 195 Summit Street,
residential dependency
(No. 155)

c. 1920

Sycamore Street

Henry Gassaway Davis
Statue (No. 1)

Louis Saint-Lanne, Sculptor
Dedicated 1927.

Elkins City Park (No. 376)
Deeded to the City by
Henry Gassaway Davis.
Includes 7.9 acres.

Date: 1895

Davis & Elkins College
Historic District
Located adjacent to the
Wees District

U.S. Forest Service
Supervisors Office Building
governmental (No. 326)
200 Sycamore Street
Date: 1936

U.S. Forest Service
Dependency — 10-Bay Brick
Garage (No. 325)

Located behind Supervisors
Office

Date: 1938

? Sycamore Street,
residential (No. 327)
Date: 1930

209 Sycamore Street,
residential
Date: c. 1940

Terrace Avenue

149-1/2 Terrace Avenue,
residential (No. 129)
c. 1950

321 Terrace Avenue,
residential (No. 130)
c. 1920

230 Terrace Avenue,
residential (No. 131)
c. 1940

234 Terrace Avenue,
residential (No. 132)
c. 1930

236 Terrace Avenue,
residential (No. 133)
c. 1920

242 Terrace Avenue,
residential (No. 135)
c. 1950

246 Terrace Avenue,
residential (No. 136)
c. 1920

248 Terrace Avenue,
residential (No. 137)
c. 1920

252 Terrace Avenue,
residential (No. 138)
c. 1920

254 Terrace Avenue,
residential (No. 139)
c. 1950

Side, 254 Terrace Avenue,
residential dependency
(No. 140)

c. 1950

256 Terrace Avenue,
residential (No. 141)
c. 1950

Vine Street

39 Vine Street,
residential (No. 74)
c. 1910

53 Vine Street,
residential (No. 76)
c. 1950

Rear, 53 Vine Street,

residential dependency

(No. 77)
c. 1950

55 Vine Street,
residential (No. 78)
c. 1920

56 Vine Street,
residential (No. 79)
c. 1900

— Vine Street,
residential (No. 80)
c. 1900

34 Vine Street,
residential (No. 81)
c. 1900
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Appendix C: TR. Whiteman Sructures within Wees Didtrict

Thornton Russell Whiteman was born April 15, 1875, in the South Branch Valley be-
tween Romney and Moorefield, where he did apprentice carpenter work. Later, he engaged
in the occupation in Keyser, Frostburg, and Cumberland, Maryland. In 1905, he and his
wife, Martha (Gank) Whiteman, came to Elkins. He built 127 residences in Elkins, 104 of
which he designed.

The homes built by Whiteman include some of the most beautiful in Elkins. Among
them are those of the Governor H.G. Kump, and public buildings, such as Elkins City Hall
and the Randolph County Jail. Whiteman died in 1966 at the age of 91.

The following Whiteman buildings are located within the Wees Historic District:

Address:

200 Boundary Avenue
109 High Street

[?] Cherry Street

29 Cherry Street

28 Diamond Street

30 Diamond Street

12 Locust Street

125 Earl Street

240 Boundary Avenue
34 Cherry Street

[?] Cherry Street

122 Guy Street

126 Diamond Street
[?] Boundary Avenue
[?] Boundary Avenue
102 High Street

33 Cherry Street

210 Boundary Avenue
High Street

106 High Street

220 Boundary Avenue
11 Cherry Street

[?] EIm Street

Built for:

E.A. Bowers

A. Spates Brady
W.H. Bucy

Clifford Colebank
Howard Denison
Jerry Denison

A.C. Dumire

William S. Ellifrits
Troy Hardman
Henry Hoefar

John A. Johnson
Blair Kratzer

T.G. Lambert

John T. Lingenfelter
Thomas C. McClintic
Guy Morrison

Dr. Lawrence Parmesano
Henry Ramesch
Randolph County Jail
Nunley Snedegar
Arley A. Talbott
John Wallace
French Wyatt
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Appendix D: West Virginia Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits -Residential

The 1999 West Virginia legislature approved a state income tax credit for homeowners.
The Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credit Program provides a West Virginia state income
tax credit for the rehabilitation of historic private residences. This is a 20% state income tax
credit which is based on qualified expenditures undertaken as part of the rehabilitation to a
historic private residence. The credit is applied directly against taxes owed by the owner.
This credit is available to private homeowners for approved rehabilitation work on their
own residence. This benefit is available to the owner of a private residence that is rehabili-
tated according to the Secretary of the Interior’'s Standards for Rehabilitation. The building
must be listed on the National Register of Historic Places either individually or as a contrib-
uting building in an historic district that is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. It must be listed on the National Register prior to submission of the Historic Preser-
vation Certification Application Request for Certification of Completed Work.

In order to qualify for the credit an owner must undertake “material” rehabilitation
which is an expenditure of more than 20% of the assessed value of the building, not includ-
ing the value of the land. The expenditure necessary to qualify as “material” rehabilitation
must take place in the 24 month period ending on December 31 of the taxable year for
which the credit will be claimed. Any portion of the credit which cannot be fully used in
the taxable year for which it is earned may be carried forward for up to five years.

The credit is not automatically available to any owner of an historic residence. An
application must be filed with the West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office. The
owner must complete and submit the authorized application form as early in the rehabilita-
tion process as is feasible. The application form must be approved before work on the
project begins. The credit is based on all approved capital investment in the building which
could include the cost of essential, fixed equipment and changes to mechanical, electrical
and plumbing systems as well as roof and foundation work. The credits are limited to work
performed on the interior and exterior of the listed building. Costs of landscaping, fences,
sidewalks, new additions, wastewater treatment and other work performed outside the
building are not eligible for the credit. All work must be completed in conformance with
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitat-
ing Historic Buildings.

The application form and more information about the Secretary of the Interior’s Stan-
dards for Rehabilitation are available from the West Virginia State Historic Preservation
Office. There is a sliding scale fee for the review of the Historic Preservation Certification
Application Part 2- Description of Rehabilitation. Please contact our office about the tax
credits available for private residences. We will be happy to provide you with additional
information, application forms or a site visit to discuss your particular project. Contact
Chris Knorr, West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office at 304/558-0240.

The program receives Federal funds from the National Park Service. Regulations of the
U. S. Department of Interior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in departmental
Federally Assisted Programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or handicap.
Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity
or facility operated by a recipient of federal Assistance should write to: Director, Equal
Opportunity Program, U. S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, P. O. 37127,
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127
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Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits: Income Producing - Commercial

Both the federal and state government have established income tax credits for historic
rehabilitation work done on depreciable buildings which would include commercial build-
ings, manufacturing and office buildings, rental residential including single family rentals,
agricultural outbuildings, Bed & Breakfast use and any other depreciable usage. These
benefits are available to the owner or long term lessee of any depreciable building that is
rehabilitated according to the Secretary of the Interior’'s Standards for Rehabilitation. The
building must be listed on or eligible to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places
either individually or as a contributing building in an historic district that is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. It must be listed on the National Register within 30
months of the owner taking the tax credit.

There are separate federal and West Virginia state income tax credits. These credits are
substantial, as the federal credit is equal to 20% of the capital investment in the building
and the West Virginia state income tax credit is equal to 10% of the capital investment in
the building. In order to qualify for the credits an owner must undertake substantial reha-
bilitation which is the expenditure of more than $5,000 or more than the adjusted basis in
the building whichever is greater. If all of the appropriate conditions are fulfilled the owner
will benefit from a total nominal tax credit of 30% of investment. The expenditure neces-
sary to qualify as a substantial rehabilitation must take place in a 24 month period or a 60
month period with the starting date determined by the taxpayer. Any portion of the federal
income tax credit which cannot be fully used for the taxable year in which it is earned may
be carried backward 1 year and forward for up to twenty years. Any portion of the state
income tax credit which cannot be fully used for the taxable year in which it is earned may
be carried backward 1 years and forward for up to twenty years. Sale of the building within
five years of the time the owner claims the credit will result in recapture by the Internal
Revenue Service of a portion of the claimed credit.

The credit is not automatically available to any owner of an historic building. An
application must be filed with the West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office. Al-
though not recommended, applications can be accepted after initiation of rehabilitation
work. However, the Part One portion of the application must be submitted prior to the
building’s placement in service. The credit is based on approved capital investment in the
building which could include the cost of essential, fixed equipment and changes to me-
chanical, electrical and plumbing systems as well as roof and foundation work. The credits
are limited to work performed on the interior and exterior of the listed building. Costs of
landscaping, fences, sidewalks, new additions, wastewater treatment and other work
performed outside the building are not eligible for the credit.

For additional information, application forms or a site visit to discuss your particular
project contact Chris Knorr, West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office at 304/558-
0240.

The program receives Federal funds from the National Park Service. Regulations of the
U. S. Department of Interior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in departmental
Federally Assisted Programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or handicap.
Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity
or facility operated by a recipient of federal Assistance should write to: Director, Equal
Opportunity Program, U. S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, P. O. 37127,
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127
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Eligible Rehabilitation Expenses
Any expenditure for a structural component of a building.
Structural components include:

5 3 3 3 35

5 35 O

5 35 35 O

Rehabilit ation Expenses that are Not Eligible

n

5 3 3 35

=)

5 3 3 35

walls
partitions
floors
ceilings

permanentcoverings such as paneling

or tiling

windows

doors

components of central air condition-
ing or heating systems

plumbing and plumbing fixtures
electrical wiring and lighting fixtures
chimneys

stairs

=] 5 5 35 5 5

5 5 35 5 5

escalators

elevators

sprinkling systems

fire escapes

other components related to opera-
tion or maintenance of the building
Construction period interest and
taxes

Architect fees

Engineering fees

Construction management costs
Reasonable developer fees

Other fees paid that would normally
be charged to a capital account

Costs of acquiring the building or
interest therein

Enlargement costs which expand the
total volume of the existing building.
(Interior remodeling is not consid-
ered enlargement.)

Expenditures attributable to work
done to facilities related to a building
such as parking lots, sidewalks and
landscaping.

New building construction costs
Appliances

Cabinets

Carpeting (if tacked in place and not
glued)

Decks (not part of original building)
Demolition costs (removal of a build-
ing on property site)

Enlargement costs (increase in total
volume)

Fencing

Feasibility studies

Financing fees

Furniture landscaping

5 D5 5 5

5 O 5 5 5

Leasing expenses

Moving (building) costs (if part of
acquisition)

Outdoor lighting remote from build-
ing

Parking lot

Paving

Planters

Porches and Porticos (not part of
original building)

Retaining walls

Sidewalks

Signage

Storm sewer construction costs
Window treatments

For more information online go to:
www.wvculture.org/shpo/t axcredit.html
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Appendix E: Resident Survey Results

In July 2007, surveys were created by former Wees Disrict Board member Tom Ditty

and taken door-to-door throughout the district. A total of 52 surveys were returned volun-
tarily. The results are compiled below with a listing of all comments received. An original
copy of the survey follows the results.

Summary

n

86% of the respondents knew they live in the Wees National Historic District.

Length of residency ranges from Less than one year to 85 years. The average for time
living in their current Wees District residence is approximately 19 years. 14 of the
respondents have lived in their homes for more than 15 years. Nine of the respon-
dents have lived in their homes for more than 30 years. And five of the respondents
have lived in their homes for more than 50 years.

98% of the respondents were homeowners, as opposed to renters.
76% of the respondents knew the history of their home.

Ratings for the character of respondents’ streets ranged from 2 to 10, with 10 being
excellent. The average rating for all streets combined is 8. Comments on character
are listed after this summary.

Ratings for the safety of respondents’ streets ranged from 2 to 9, with 10 being excel-
lent. The average safety rating for all streets combined is 7.3. Comments on safety
are listed after this summary.

In order of importance, respondents rated six issues that need to be addessed, on a
scale of 1 to 5, with five being most needed. The scores of each issue follow, with a
high number being most important:

3 Drainage Improvements

3 Neighborhood Beautification
2.9 Sidewalks

2.5 Increased Police Patrols

2.3 Historic Street Lights
2.3 More Trees

Specific changes and improvements that respondents wrote in included: new
sidewalkwalks with handicapped cuts at corners and new curbs, improved drainage,
working fire hydrants, tree replacement, fewer rentals, code enforcement, underground
utilities, no engine brakes in town, brick sidewalks, native wildflower plantings, more play
areas, less traffic, more police monitoring of city park, enforced off-street parking, im-
proved lighting, re-route Forest Festival traffic during parade — start at Coke plant and use
industrial park route.
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n Only 42% of the respondents knew about the State’s tax credit program for the
renovation of historic properties.

n 31% said that the traffic and noise on Randolph Avenue affect their enjoyment of
living in the neighborhood.

n 90% said the city needs a truck route to reduce noise and traffic on Randolph Av-
enue.

Comments on Character:

There are some nice older restored houses on Boundary Avenue.

Certain places need to be improved. 1. sidewalks.

The end of Buffalo Street is a disgrace.

Detracted points because of intersection of Buffalo and Randolph, vacant lot on west

side near intersection. Nondescript houses on west side.

It is pleasant.

n There are several contributing structures and they are well cared for with endless
possibilities.

n Well maintained contributing structures to Wees Historic District. Actively involved
neighborhood that supports the community; a neighborhood that has pride in where
we live.

n The condition of some of the houses on lower part of Locust St. is deplorable, ac-
cording to care given by landlords, owners and tenants.

n Fast traffic, on-street parking, too many rental properties, too many utility poles and
lines.

n Traffic — High Street to Boundary is a shortcut for some drivers.

n Negatives includes increase in rentals which lowers property values and a decrease
in the number of trees.

n 200 block of EIm — Wonderful neighbors and properties but with a few missing trees
and a couple of vacant houses and one dilapidated.

n There are a few houses that haven’t been restored or are not occupied.

n Some very nice homes — well cared for.

n Negatives include apartments, daycare, bad sidewalks, old dilapidated apartment
that needs torn down, people not mowing yards.

n History, trees, homes, citizens.

n Good neighbors

n Deducted points for some undesirable properties and closeness to Randolph Av-
enue.

n Rating of 3 for businesses is residential (class B) area and trees destroyed by electric
company’s improper pruning and imploding.

n Rating of 2 for the ugly back of IGA and the cars all around the muffler place, and
the street noise at night from the bar.

n Two houses are not original, one house is in major disrepair, all other homeowners
have done a great job of fixing up their older homes.

n People (neighbors) are friendly, quiet.

5 35 35 O
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n Character declines near Randolph Avenue.

n | chose to buy a house on this street because of its character.

n Character needs work.

n Some properties are better maintained than others.

n Old houses with character, great location near park, downtown and college, green
neighborhood.

n Some houses still need work. Parking cars on street detracts from character, but only
choice.

n Nice neighbors

n | like the people.

n Some unattractive houses.

n Minuses include fast traffic, lack of sidewalk on one side of road. Pluses include
pretty homes and great neighbors.

n Mixture of dwellings. No covenants or zoning.

n This is a very nice street because most of the people are friendly and the homes are
kept up nice.

n We need to replace trees. Great neighbors, cool trees, nice houses.

n This is a great place to live in EIKins.

n Because of events happening in the neighborhood.

n Buffalo block — excellent owners and families

n Great place to live. The park is nice and wonderful neighbors.

n There are a few rentals and depending on the renters, the properties are cared for or

not.
n Itis wonderful but not new or expensive homes.

Comments on Safety:

| have not heard of much trouble in this area.

There have been car thefts.

Much better than poor. Not excellent.

Have had property stolen. Also, vandalism to vehicles.

It is a well established residential neighborhood of very stable citizens of the com-

munity; plus it is only one block from sheriff's office.

n Located one block from downtown and college. It's well lighted and the neighbors
look after each others’ property.

n Many drivers use Locust and Boyd streets as cut off from the horrors of Randolph
Avenue and drive too fast.

n Traffic too fast — need more police presence.

n Neighbor was robbed within the last month.

n Negative - Lower end more exposed to Randolph Avenue, Positive - upper end
more secluded.

n Petty car break-ins around start of school year. Small amount of speeding automo-
biles.

n We have a stop sign that might be a surprise to someone not used to this street.

n Not much thru traffic but no sidewalk and some winter ice.

5 3 3 3 5
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Not much police cruising.

Drivers speeding.

A few cars have had items stolen from them.

Negative because of proximity to Randolph Avenue.

Speeding, especialy at night, is bad.

| have concerns about vandalism and break-ins being so close to a bar and the main
road, but so far | have had no problems, and | have had excellent polic response
every time | call.

Our street feels very safe. Some drivers drive much too fast for a neighborhood with
so many children and pets, but this is more of a problem on Boundary and Buffalo.
Two years ago, my husband parked his new motorcycle on the streets and it was
knocked over and incurred about $2,000 in damages. Three years ago, my son’s ride-
on was stolen and two years ago my new bench was vandalized and torn up.

Fast cars.

No problems that | have experienced.

Quiet.

No police visibility — we have speeders and sometimes thefts from porches and
vehicles.

Within our first year on Buffalo Street, our car stereo, lawn mower and bicycle were
stolen from our property.

Folks drive too fast. Corner of Boundary and Guy is bad.

High traffic on Sycamore, drive too fast.

High traffic and cars drive too fast.

Steep hill people speed down frequently (damaging parked cars); no sidewalks.
Traffic too fast, barrel through stop sign; lack of sidewalk on one side of road.
Speeding cars.

It just seems safe. We don’t have that much bad stuff going on.

We were robbed once. It's better with neighborhood watch.

Negatives - Street traffic direction not observed. Randolph/Buffalo businesses.
Safety from crime: safe area of a safe city of a safe state.

Relatively little traffic, but there are a number of cars that speed down the street
using Boundary Ave. as a short cut.

We have very few problems.

Appendices - 51



Appendix F: Comment Card Rsults

The residents of the Wees Historic District met in the Elkins City Park on September
17, 2007. After the designation was awarded, it was evident that a Neighborhood Plan
should be created to preserve the area. A public meeting was held and residents volun-
teered to begin the Plan. The September 17 meeting was held to inform residents of the
Historic District Volunteer Committee’s findings and ask them to submit their Loves and
Concerns for the area. Below is a compilation of comments submitted.

Loves
Alleys: Lighting:
Alleys behind Houses New light
Atmosphere: Location:
Atmosphere Walking distance to town
Churches: Convenient

Tiny and large
Cultural Areas:
Walking access,
Arts
Davis & Elkins College:
Location to Davis & Elkins
Near
Close to the college
Home for 45 years
Most neat and clean
Pleasing architecture
Attractive homes
Single family homes
historic character of houses
Old homes
Older homes mostly in good
repair, lots
Of active maintenance, renovating
homes
Housing:
Well kept homes
Great old houses
Well cared for houses
Landscape/property:
Well kept homes
Nice gardening and up keep
Well kept, attractive,
Attractive Gardens
Properties well groomed
Lawns kept up
Gardens/yards

Proximity to restaurants, p arks, college
Park, downtown

Close to downtown

Historic Character

Pedestrian lifestyle

energetic quality,
history,hydrology

Near downtown, diverse

Park churches, Arts Ctr

Walking neighborhood, close to town
Good neighborhood, close to town
Walker friendly

Walking to park and town

Walk to town, good place to raise
Children

Convenient to walk to town

Small town charm

Convenient to town

Walkable neighborhood

Easy walking distance to town

out of homes for walks & chats

Miscellaneous:

Promote activities to get people outside

Noise:

Quiet

Park:

Joy to see people in park & children
playing

More quiet now

Near

Access
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People:
People great, friendly, supportive
Neighbors
Neighbors
Friendly Neighbors
Neighborhood chats
Nice and well behaved
Friendly
Neighbors friendly
Good neighbors
Friendly neighbors
People
Diversity of people, children,
Young and older
Randolph Avenue:
Episcopal Garden
Quiet:
Quiet
Relatively quiet
Quiet
Quiet
Quietness
Safety:
Safe neighborhood
Safe for playing children
Safe
Safety
Streets:
Great for walking
Neighborhood Watch
Traffic:
No excessive traffic
Trees:
Attractive big trees
Trees
Trees
Mature trees, young being planted
Trees — more needed on tree lawns
Trees
Trees
Tree lined streets

Concerns
Alleys:

EIm St. needs repair, speed

bumps — traffic from D & E
Commercial Areas:

Poor city planning of business develop-

ment,

Gambling, liquor store,

Unattractive buildings (note: this

refers only to Randolph Ave.)

Encroachment

Drainage:

Sometimes storm drainage

Combined storm and overflow

Storms drains not adequate

Farmers’ Market:

Enlarge, consult National Organization
= there are markets in Seattle, San
Diego, Cities in Ohio, Vermont,
Virginia, Etc. Encourage: cooked
cultural d ishes, artist work, local
wool Yarn & knitted and sewn goods
(quilts), bakery, musicians, plants — a
place for families on Saturday morn
(see misc aboutactivities to get
people out of houses) Churches, etc
could do better than at Krogers and
Walmart as there is duplication of
product

Housing:

Occasional unkempt rentals

Empty houses, uncared for

Single homes becoming multiple bad

Landscape/property

Neat property

Rentals

Undesirables moving into apts.

Lighting:

Lighting pollution-dusk to dawn

Historic lighting (this may be a
Love)

Need attractive lights

Historic lighting

Halogens on all night

Street medium bright
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Misc:
Incorporate stonewall at D& E into

neighborhood (Note: may be a “hoped for”

Love)
Noise:

Quieter motors for lawn work
Park:

Dogs running free everywhere

Nearness

Dogs without leashes *

*dirty: on walks and grass
Police Protection:

Lack of Visibility

WHD night patrol

Police
Randolph Avenue:

Difficult to cross

Low pedestrian awareness

Tacky business signs

Not walkable,noisy hard to cross

trucks; can we have “no engine brak-

ing” signs at each end?

Bars

Difficult entering

Noise, traffic, appearance as main

corridor to city

Storage Buildings & area
Safety:

speeders

Sidewalks:

See location & walkers

Many in bad condition

incomplete walks to get through Wees

Sidewalks and cost to repair

Many poor sidewalks

Sidewalks incorporating bricks

Sidewalks

Hedges that take over sidewalks

Broken, need to watch steps

Sidewalks

Sidewalks, repair & extension
Signs:

See Randolph Ave. above

Street signs easy on eyes

More attractive signs
Street signs, park should have Wees
Historic District on them
Streets:
Speeding
Traffic:
Control traffic on High & Boundary
Speeding on Boundary
Randolph
Traffic and speeding
Traffic on High
Traffic take short cuts
Don't stop Fayette going down
Alley behind Guy * Cherry
Traffic on Earle to college much too fast
One-way street signs not heeded
Can we make them turn around go
back— one way
Trash:
Trash from Hardees
Trees:
Plant replacements
Trees on streets
Dying Trees
Some streets with few trees,
poorly planned tree species
for residential area
Utility Lines:
Over head lines
Telephone lines and poles
Utility lines
Vacant Areas:
Lot next to Cues full of weeds
Wees Historic District Committee:
Keep it active to address our concerns
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